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FROM THE EDITOR
Back then, Edwards Street and Pine Street and
Fox Street and West Drive – my old stomping
grounds - were in the same place they remain
today.
But what a change those strips of asphalt have
undergone.
I ran across an old Polaroid the other day, showing me smiling in our yard with a snowman I’d
built one winter when I couldn’t have been more
than 8 or 9 years old. The neighborhood looked so
empty to me, like a blank canvas just waiting for
the artist to throw paint on it. There were no Martin
By MITCH TALLEY
Triple Theater, no apartments behind our house, no
Kmart, no Century Bank, no Farm Bureau office,
no Office Depot.
The older I get, the more I relish those good ol’ summer days of
Some things have remained the same, though,
my childhood.
even with the passage of time.
Sure, it was only a brief period in my life, just a few fleeting
My Mama still lives in the same house we did
years, but it’s funny what an impact those few short years can have
back
then. Bill Hensley is still across the way to
on a person.
our
north,
and Marvin and Sue Mashburn remain
It wasn’t that we did a whole lot back then – in fact, we didn’t
great
neighbors
behind Mama.
really do much at all. Kids today might be bored to tears if they
In a few years, though, there won’t be too many
could get in a time capsule and travel back to the late 1960s and
people left who will remember all the fun and
early 1970s, but after we had been going to school all year long, it
games that went on in our old neighborhood. You
was just nice not to have an agenda of any kind hanging over us.
could probably say the same thing about
It was a great place to grow up – not so sure what it
would be like there these days with all the traffic
Simple things your old neighborhood.
It’s a different world for our kids today,
speeding past. Our neighborhood was full of kids all
brought
though.
about my age – the Hollands, the Hensleys, the
Joneses, the Hoppers, and the Mashburns. As if that
pleasure while We seem to be a much more mobile
society now. While our kids are fortunate
weren’t enough, my grandmother lived across the
we were
to have several friends living in the houses
street from us and my cousins were always visiting
growing up in around us, they frequently have friends
her. That meant there were four more kids to play
from all over the county come visit and
with, especially in the summer.
the ’70s
spend the night, and vice versa.
I’m not sure parents would be as quick to give their
That’s a big difference from the 1960s
kids the kind of freedom we enjoyed back then. My
and ’70s. I don’t ever remember spending the night
Mama knew I wasn’t very far away, though. I’d ride my bike over to
at a friend’s house while I was growing up – other
my buddy Tim Holland’s house, and we’d play wiffle ball in the
than a campout with all of the boys in the neighdriveway trying to figure out a way to hit the sinker ball of his older
borhood in Tim’s backyard one summer night
brother, Zane. I don’t feel too bad about those strikeouts, though,
when we were probably 12 or 13.
because Zane went on to become a great pitcher at Calhoun High
Another fond memory from those summer days
and Shorter College.
of long ago wasn’t really special by today’s stanI haven’t played Rummy or Crazy 8s in years, probably 40 or
dards, but I can still remember the excitement of
more, but back then we would play those card games for hours on
getting a carton of chocolate milk or orange drink
summer afternoons when it might be too hot to stand it outside. (I
when the Meadowbrook Dairy truck rumbled past
was probably 10 before we got a window air conditioner. We just sat
our house. I don’t think it could have been more
in front of a fan to stay cool prior to that or waded in the cool waters
than three or four times in my whole life, but
of New Town Creek.) We also enjoyed playing Monopoly, too, but
maybe that’s what makes it so special to me all
Rummy was the real king.
these years later.
I don’t know that my kids even know what Rummy is.
I hope we aren’t spoiling our kids these days
The best times, though, may have been at night when we would
with frequent trips to Walmart, Fred’s, or Dollar
play hide-and-go-seek in my grandmother’s yard with all the neighGeneral. Will they remember those visits with as
borhood kids participating.There was something special about being
much excitement as I do that simple carton of milk?
out “late” at night – if you consider 10 o’clock late!

Chocolate milk
just tasted better
out of a carton
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The Red Cross' symbol, a red cross on a white background, is a protection symbol declared at the 1864 Geneva Convention. The reverse
of the national flag of Switzerland (a country noted for its neutrality),
the design was chosen because it is easily recognizable and simple
to reproduce from scratch when necessary. Any red cross on white
background is a valid symbol of the organization’s efforts and must
be recognized as a protection symbol in times of conflict.

Photo by Amber Nagle

THE

You can count on the Red Cross. They’ll be
among the first to arrive after a crisis, and
they’ll stay until their job is done.
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E RED CROSS
S

Jeffrey Putnam, left, executive director,
and Billy Galmon, active in training, lead
the area Red Cross chapter.

arah Egan finds satisfaction in working with both the victims of disasters and the
organizations and agencies that serve the community in a disaster’s aftermath.
“It’s a great job,” says Egan, an emergency services
program manager with the Red Cross—Northwest
by Amber Nagle
Georgia Chapter. “I help people put the pieces of their
life back together after a fire or tornado and help them navigate all the moving parts. I’m there for them when they feel at their lowest—when they are
Calhoun Magazine ◆ JULY/AUGUST 2013 9

AMERICAN RED CROSS
totally overwhelmed. I reassure them and
direct them, and I’m happy I can help.”
Egan recounts helping a young woman
after the tornado ripped through Gordon
County earlier this year.
“She called at 11 o’clock that night
from a Laundromat,” she says. “She had
no place to go and planned to sleep in a
chair in the Laundromat that night. I think
that she was still in a state of shock.”
Egan directed the woman to the shelter
set up at Belmont Baptist Church, and
after walking there, the woman was welcomed by a small band of volunteers. The
following day, Egan learned that as a
result of the storm, the woman had been
separated from her son.
“He was staying with friends until she
found a safe place for them to live,”
remembers Egan. “We found them an
apartment, and the two were reunited.”
Egan’s story is one of many stories that
demonstrates the power of the Red
Cross—the organization arrives on the
scene quickly and immediately begins
doing what it does best—helping people
get through crises. Since 1881, the
American Red Cross has been completely
focused on humanitarian relief, both
domestically and abroad.
“The American Red Cross is one of the
largest aid organizations in the world,”
notes Jeffrey Putnam, executive director
of the local chapter. “Our chapter—the
American Red Cross of Northwest
Georgia—serves Gordon County and nine
other counties. We actively serve our local
communities by providing relief to victims of disasters and helping people prepare and respond to emergencies, but
that’s not all we do.”
The Red Cross’ main functions fall
into four areas: disaster relief, blood services, service to members and families of
armed forces, and community training and
outreach.
Disaster Relief
“I think for the most part, people know
about our disaster response efforts, but
most people don’t realize that we are usually on the scene within two hours of
being notified of the disaster,” Putnam
says. “Our first priority is to provide
immediate and necessary assistance—
food, water, clothing, shelter and medical
services to people who’ve been affected
by the emergency.”
Next, the Red Cross works to help with
the recovery process.
“We work with other organizations to
ensure that temporary shelters and feeding

An app for that
The Red Cross offers an array of
mobile apps to download to your
smartphone or tablet. Each app is
designed to help
Tornado App—The Tornado
App provides step-by-step instructions for best practices before, during, and after a tornado. It also
sounds an audible siren (from
NOAA) even if the app is closed.
Hurricane App—Monitor conditions in your area or throughout the
storm track, prepare your family
and home, find help and let others
know you are safe even if the
power is out—a must-have app for
anyone who lives or vacations in an
area where a hurricane may strike.
Shelter Finder App—Shelter
Finder displays open Red Cross
shelters and their current population on an easy to use map interface.
First Aid App—Puts expert
advice for everyday emergencies in
your hand with videos, interactive
quizzes and simple step-by-step
advice.
Wildfire App—Blaze Warnings
lets you see where NOAA has
issued wildfire warnings, "Blaze
Alerts" notify you when a new
wildfire occurs and the "Blaze Path
Tracker" gives you a current view
of the wildfire's track and perimeter.

operations are in place and effective,”
Putnam adds. “Sometimes we distribute
clean-up kits with shovels, household
cleaners, buckets, mops, tarps, rakes,
shovels, and other items. But most of all,
we work with families to get them back
on track. We call and visit them and
inquire about their progress in finding
more permanent solutions. We guide them
through the aftermath.”
Putnam says that the Red Cross helped
27 local families find permanent housing
in the wake of the last tornado—a challenge, considering there was a shortage of
rental property in the Gordon County
community. His organization worked with
individuals, families, and other service
organizations for six weeks before closing
their case and moving on.
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“We also respond to the silent disasters—those disasters that no one hears
about like house fires and floods,” he
says. “So far this year, we’ve come to the
aid of 78 people in Gordon County
through our response efforts to 20 house
fires.”
Blood Services
American Red Cross is the largest
blood provider nationwide. It collects,
processes, maintains, and distributes about
40 percent of the United States blood supply. The blood is used by all of the
nation's hospitals and by the United States
military.
“We are able to do this through local
blood drives,” Putnam says. “We are fortunate to have such an engaged network
of churches, businesses, civic groups,
clubs, and high schools to initiate and
host blood drives. It’s a great way to give
employees, members, and students a convenient way to give back to their community and perhaps, save a life—or two—in
the process.”
Service to Armed Forces
In times of war, the Red Cross provides aid and comfort to soldiers and victims of war. This often takes the form of
distributing care packages and keeping
members of the armed forces in contact
with family members.
“And we verify information,” Putnam
adds. “Both families and the branches of
the armed forces rely on us for accurate
information pertaining to births, deaths,
and illnesses.”
Red Cross also works with the relevant
armed forces relief societies, which help
service members and eligible family
members with emergency assistance such
as funeral expenses, medical bills, and
utility bill assistance.
“Red Cross steps in and helps with
temporary relief efforts on weekends, and
we are later reimbursed by the society,” he
says. “Again, it’s just another example of
how we serve the public, especially our
military families who do so much for our
country.”
Community Training and Outreach
(Health and Safety)
The Red Cross impacts communities
across the country with its health and
safety education programs. Through training courses such as babysitter courses,
lifeguard training, CPR training and certification, first aid training, and wilderness
training, Red Cross gives people the tools

AMERICAN RED CROSS

to become lifesavers themselves.
Billy Galmon has worked with the Red Cross for almost 35 years.
“We offer useful, life-saving courses here,” says Galmon, who teaches Red Cross
courses statewide. “I believe that everyone should have CPR training—everyone! You
never know when you will be placed in an emergency situation. It can happen at
work, at church, at the mall, or at home, and you need to be ready.”
Galmon, also a longtime volunteer firefighter who has administered CPR on three
occasions, notes that the training is extensive and covers a lot of material.
“The training is video-driven now,” he says. “We watch videos and then practice
what we watch. I answer questions and make sure that everyone understands what
they need to do for particular situations.”
He adds that anyone wanting to request a class should call 1-800-RED-CROSS.
The American Red Cross of Northwest Georgia works tirelessly to be there with
help and hope when people need it most. Our community—and our nation—depend
on the Red Cross in times of need.
ABOUT AMERICAN RED CROSS
Red Cross—Northwest Georgia Chapter
www.redcross.org
309 Court St.
Calhoun, Ga. 30701
706-629-4510
Contact: Jeffrey Putnam, Executive Director
Calhoun office hours by appointment only. Red Cross is a charitable nonprofit
organization that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the public to perform
its mission. The local Red Cross is a chapter of the American Red Cross.

How you can help
It’s easy to get involved. Simply call
the local office and tell them you want
to be part of their efforts. Here’s a few
ways you can make a difference:
Volunteer—You have multiple
opportunities to volunteer and add
value to your community. For example, you can join a Red Cross Disaster
Action Team, help organize a blood
drive, fundraiser, or other event, or
instruct a course at the local training
center.
Prepare—You can take an
American Red Cross class to learn
CPR and other lifesaving skills.
Make a Donation—With your
financial donations, you can transform
lives, including your own.
Give Blood—You can give lifesaving blood every two months or so. The
more blood you donate, the more lives
you can save.

To Advertise Contact Me

Tracy Gazaway

(678) 767-1475

Merle Norman Cosmetics

TGazawayCalMag@gmail.com

110 W.C. Bryant Parkway, Calhoun, GA
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WHAT’LL YO
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OU HAVE?

S

Marie Burchett loves
her job at
Wendy's. The
George Chambers
Resource Center is
always looking for
employers willing to
partner with them.

Photo by Amber Nagle

That’s an all-important question at the
George Chambers Resource Center,
where everyone is valued, everyone is
respected, and everyone is challenged
to reach his or her full potential
everal years ago as Mary West Barclay struggled to
work with a young man with developmental disabilities,
she experienced a revelation so intense that she considers it a turning point in her career.
“I was working at another facility at the time,”
remarked Barclay, who today is the chief executive officer of the George Chambers Resource Center. “I was
having difficulty communicating with the young man.
He would occasionally become frustrated and disruptive—sometimes throwing chairs—and members of the
staff had given up on him.”
But Barclay had not given up. In her eagerness to
help the young man, she looked at his personal psychological
report and realized that he was deaf.
“It was there in black and white—‘may do better with an interpreter,’” she said. “No one on the staff had bothered to look at the
report, so they had no idea he was deaf or had the ability to sign. I
know sign language, so I rushed to him and spoke and signed at the
same time, ‘What do you want?’ And he
signed back.”
Barclay had opened a critical line of
by Amber Nagle
communication. The young man immediately settled down and proceeded to tell her
what he wanted. His frustration melted
away.
“To fully understand and accommodate individuals, we must
first figure out how to communicate with them,” said Barclay.
“That’s how it starts with everyone. All people have something to
say. Everyone wants and deserves choices. And that’s why here at
George Chambers Resource Center, we ask each individual what
they want, and we listen to what they say and help them achieve
their goals.”
Founded in 1972, the George Chambers Resource Center serves
adults over 18 with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and
Calhoun Magazine ◆ JULY/AUGUST 2013 15

through their services, the organization empowers and enriches the lives of the 46
individuals currently in their program. Their progressive approach creates an environment and community where all individuals are valued and respected.
“We address their wants and needs and keep their best interests in mind,”
Barclay said. “We offer community living support such as providing an in-home
companion or sitter to assist with personal care services. For individuals who are
not receiving residential services, we offer assistance with and transportation to and
from activities such as grocery shopping, fishing, bowling, or volunteering.”
The center also provides employment coaching and support such as assistance
with resume writing, searching for jobs, helping individuals prepare for job interviews, and helping them complete applications.
“Many of the individuals in our program want a job—they actually want to
work,” said Barclay. “But it’s harder for them to find employment. We are always
looking for local employers or
staffing agencies who are willing to
work with us in helping us place an
The George Chambers Resource Center
individual in a safe work environ1000 Highway 53 Spur SW
ment.”
Calhoun, Ga. 30701
Barclay emphasized the strong
706-629-2987
sense of achievement and satisfacContact: Mary West Barclay, Executive
tion people get from working and
Director
earning a paycheck.
“For many of our adults,
The George Chambers Resource
employment leads to happiness,”
she noted. “It’s transformational—
Center, Inc., is a private nonprofit
I’ve seen this many times. And
organization providing services to
individuals with developmental disindividuals with developmental disabilities rarely miss work. They are
abilities. As a Medicaid approved
some of the most dedicated, loyal
developmental disabilities provider,
workers an employer will ever
the center offers the various develhire.”
opmental disabilities services
Take Marie Burchett, for example. She has worked for Wendy’s
through the NOW and COMP
since 2007.
Medicaid waiver.
“I love my job,” said Burchett
who just celebrated her 58th birthday. “I love seeing people and helping people.”
Burchett lives with her niece and works Wednesdays through Fridays, and sometimes on Saturdays. Her duties include greeting people, refilling drinks, helping
elderly customers, and cleaning the tables after diners leave.
“My mom told me a long time ago to get to work on time, smile, be friendly to
everyone, and stay with it, and I have,” she said. “I feel at home there.”
Ken Degrate is the program coordinator at the George Chambers Resource
Center.
“We’ve helped individuals in our program find employment at Burger King,
Walmart, Wendy’s, and Cracker Barrel,” Degrate says. “We’ve helped others find
volunteer work at Providence Ministries, the Voluntary Action Center (VAC), and
nursing homes. Each individual and his or her abilities is different, but for the most
part, people with developmental disabilities can help other employees be more efficient.”
According to the Administration of Developmental Disabilities, there are
approximately 4.5 million people with developmental disabilities living in the
United States—equivalent to 1.5 percent of the population. Disabilities range from
limitations caused by autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, and other issues.
“There’s greater acceptance today for individuals
with developmental disabilities than in the past,”
Barclay said. “There was a time not so long ago, that
King and Queen of the
the only facilities that could help individuals with
prom, Mike Casey and
developmental disabilities and their families were state
Jazmin Arnold. At right
hospitals, institutions, and nursing homes. Many were
are runners-up Tiffany
segregated from society, but like I said, things are
and Timothy Worley.
much, much different today.”
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GEORGE CHAMBERS RESOURCE CENTER

GEORGE CHAMBERS RESOURCE CENTER

Who was George Chambers?
George Chambers was a teacher and principal in the Calhoun City School System
who advocated that every child—even those with developmental disabilities—
deserved the best education possible. He believed that individuals with developmental disabilities needed to focus more on learning life skills that could lead to
independent living than learning traditional school subjects and lessons. He felt
that classrooms were stressful to children and young adults with developmental
disabilities and often instilled a counterproductive fear of failure in them. He envisioned an environment that focused more on these individuals and their specific
needs and paths to success.
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GEORGE CHAMBERS RESOURCE CENTER

Some of the staff gather around the sign outside, including (from left) Robin Williams, Alice Aker, Leon Aker, Johnny Harkins,
Timmy Pack, Ken Degrate, Amanda Kimbral, Melissa Bagnoche, Denise Harris, Glenda Collins, and Melea Harkins.
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In the last two decades, attitudes have shifted and focused
on quality of life for all members
of a community. The human and
civil rights of every individual
are considered, whereas before,
they were not.
Indeed, Gordon County, like
other communities across
America, has opened its arms to
individuals with developmental
disabilities and invited them to
fully participate and contribute in
all aspects of community life,
and that includes an active social
life.
“Most of the individuals in
our program never attended a
high school prom, so we held a
prom in May,” Barclay said. “It
was great. Everyone got dressed
up and danced the night away at
the Calhoun Convention
Center—thanks to Ron Dobbs
and many others. We even
crowned a prom king and queen
based on the votes of the individuals in our program.”
Barclay noted that the continued success of the George
Chambers Resource Center is
due to progressive attitudes, a
team of hard-working, devoted
staff members, and interested,
engaged contributors such as
Mohawk, Shaw, Ratner
Foundation, United Way, Gordon
County and other businesses and
individual donors.
“But we always need more
help,” she added. “Fuel prices are
killing us right now. Plus, we
want to participate in KOA’s
Battle of the Bands, so we are
looking for a band who wants to
partner with us.”
The George Chambers
Resource Center continues to be
a lifeline for individuals with
developmental disabilities and
the families and friends who love
and care for them. The center
truly bridges the gap for these
individuals and gives them access
to the world. Indeed, their motto
is building bridges to the community, but the center’s staff does
much more than build bridges—
they escort the individuals in
their program across the span and
ensure safe passage to a life
filled with opportunity, joy, and
meaning.

Photo by Amber Nagle

GEORGE CHAMBERS RESOURCE CENTER

Mary Barclay, CEO of George Chambers Resource Center, talks to Ken Degrate, program coordinator, about a grant.

Developmentally disabled have rights, too
We all have human rights—those rights
that are inherent to all human beings, whatever our nationality, place of residence, sex,
national or ethnic origin, skin color, religion,
language, intellectual ability, or any other
status.
Here is a list of human rights specifically
designed for persons with developmental disabilities.
You have the right to wear your own
clothes, and you should be able to pick the
clothes you wear.
You have the right to be treated well and
with respect.
You have the right to keep personal
belongings in a private place that you can get
into when you want.
You cannot be given medication without a
written order by a doctor, as punishment, or
for staff convenience.
You have the right to meet people and take
part in community activities.
You cannot be subjected to experimental
research without your consent.
You have the right to socialize. You have
the right to have visitors and to see your
friends, family, girlfriends or boyfriends every
day.
You have the right to see a doctor as soon
as you need and the right to receive adequate
medical treatment.
You have the right to choose how and with
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whom you spend your free time: alone or
alone with a friend.
You have the right to keep your medical
records confidential.
You have the right to exercise and have
fun.
You cannot be tied or held down or be
forced to be alone unless it is to protect you
or someone else.
You have the right to send and receive mail
that is not opened.
Your things cannot be searched unless you
are present or good reasons for the search are
given.
You have the right to services that help
you live, work and play in the most normal
way possible.
You have the right to say “NO” to anybody
trying to change the way you act by hurting
you, scaring you or upsetting you.
You have the right to worship and be
involved in the religion you choose.
You have the right to use the telephone privately to make and get calls.
You have the right to training and education.
You have the right to make choices about
where you live, whom you live with, and the
way you spend your time and who you spend
your time with.
You have the right to vote.
You have the right to work in the community.

Hey!
We’re on

Check us out at
www.facebook.com/calhounmagazine

They’re not playin

After 40 years of counseling, Dr. John Bledsoe
isn’t ready to slow down yet.
Not when there are still people who need his
help or the attention of his staff of psychologists,
psychiatrists, and counselors at Calhoun
Counseling Center.
“We’re always looking for counselors because
of the need. You would not believe how often the
phone rings,” Dr. Bledsoe says. “It just rings off
the hook. People are desperate – people need
help.”
People needing help come in all shapes, sizes,
genders, and
ages. For
by Mitch Talley
instance, there
may be the
drug addict trying to overcome his habit, an alcoholic who just
got his/her third ticket for driving under the influence. There are young school children with
ADHD who can’t sit still long enough to concentrate and learn. And don’t forget the middle-aged
woman who’s trying to overcome the effects of
depression after the end of her 30-year marriage.
“Everything shared in a session is confidential.
Our patients can be comfortable to share personal
information without fear. Some people think if
you have counseling it is a sign of weakness.”
Actually, it’s usually a sign of strength, he
believes, “because they realize they have a problem and the need to deal with it.”
22 Calhoun Magazine ◆ JULY/AUGUST 2013

Photo by Mitch Talley

Dr. John Bledsoe and his
professional staff at
Calhoun Counseling
Center take their mission
seriously. They say when a
person seeks help for
mental problems like
addiction or depression,
it’s a sign of strength.

ing mind games

Dr. John Bledsoe connects with a
psychiatrist in another town as part
of the new tele-presence system at
Calhoun Counseling Center.
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CALHOUN COUNSELING CENTER
Fortunately for Gordon Countians, Dr. Bledsoe’s path in life
brought him to Calhoun as a young man. While serving as pastor of First Baptist Church he recognized the need for counseling which eventually led him to seek training and education to
become a counselor. He served churches in three other Georgia
cities and returned to Calhoun to offer badly needed mental
health services.
“I had a counseling center in Midtown Atlanta back in the
early ’90s,” he says, “and I came to Blackwood Springs Baptist
Church to serve as interim pastor. A retired nurse in the congregation kept telling me we need somebody to bring some psychologists to Calhoun.”
Bledsoe’s investigation led him to open the Calhoun
Counseling Center on April 1, 1996 in its current location in
Northgate Plaza on Red Bud Road.
“By July, I had to move to Calhoun to manage it,” he says. “It
grew from nothing to a booming practice. I brought my team
from our Atlanta office. We brought top-grade, quality people to
do the counseling. It is our practice to employ only licensed
therapists.”
Calhoun Counseling Center offered many firsts in mental
health services for Gordon County, including the first countyfunded, court drug treatment program, the first neuro-psychologist, and the first DOT-approved substance abuse professional
evaluator.
Bledsoe has made it a point to keep abreast of the latest treatment options. In fact, the center just signed an agreement with a
group of psychiatrists in Atlanta to offer what’s known as “telepresence” sessions.
“A patient at our center can have a session with a psychiatrist
in another city by tele-presence. It’s just like being in the room
with them,” he says. “In the case of an emergency it is sometimes hard to get an appointment. Tele-presence offers us the
advantage of having psychiatrists we can call. For example, we
had an emergency session yesterday. The psychiatrist saw the
patient during his lunch hour. That’s the type of service we offer.”
Bledsoe himself is also part of a tele-presence system for
other towns. “For the last month, I have counseled people in
Toccoa, Ga.,” he says. “Last week I started counseling people at
Hope House in Augusta, a facility where women with drug and
alcohol problems live with their children. They wanted a counselor but couldn’t find one, so with tele-presence, we have the
ability to provide them services.”
It’s not unusual for Bledsoe to offer such cutting-edge solutions for mental illness.
“I’ve always been what my daughter calls a professional student,” he says with a laugh. “In fact, I go to continuing education
seminars every year. That’s the only way I can stay abreast of
what’s going on. I like to learn what other therapists are doing,
what problems they’re seeing, and ways to deal with the problems.”
One such problem that has popped up in recent years is prescription drug abuse, he says.
“I am a Co-Occurring Disorders Professional that deals with
mental health and substance abuse,” he says. “I evaluate people
sent by pain clinics. What I see is a lot of people that are so
addicted they can’t let it go. It’s really difficult, but there is a
way out of their addiction. But most of them are so deep into
their addiction that they don’t want to go through the pain to
quit. However, there’s a new drug that is really good for detoxing patients addicted to prescription medication.”
While many of his patients are battling addictions to drugs or
alcohol, Bledsoe himself is not afraid to have patients use med24 Calhoun Magazine ◆ JULY/AUGUST 2013
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ication if it can offer relief, especially for
children suffering from attention deficit
hyperactive disorder. “Some children cannot focus,” he says, “and there’s more of
that now than ever. Many say we just recognize it more. No, I think more children
are ADHD than in the past. When I came
through school, we may have had two or
three people out of a class of 30 that had
ADHD. Now we have a lot more than
that.”
He points to an example of a fourth
grader who was failing completely in
school. His father was opposed to any
kind of medication at first, but finally in
desperation opened up to the idea. “The
child went from failing to making A’s and
B’s,” Bledsoe says.
He can even point to another success
story even closer to home. “We have a
family member who was failing the fifth
grade. Her mother called me for help in
dealing with the situation. My wife and I
spent the weekend with them and it wasn’t 10 minutes until I knew what was
wrong. Her family brought her to Calhoun
for Dr. Patricia Wright to evaluate her.
She started taking medication for her

severe ADHD and began to make better
grades in school. Today she is attending
college with a music scholarship and continues to do well. So some people do benefit from medication.”
Bledsoe’s response to people who
don’t want to use medication for a mental
health problem is simple. “I ask them: If
you were a diabetic, would you take
insulin? If you had an infection, would
you take an antibiotic? So what’s the difference? You know the problems are
there, and if we have identified a concentration problem or a brain problem, why
not give medication if it can correct it?”
Bledsoe is also a strong supporter
of SPECT brain scans. He believes in
many cases they can pinpoint what is
wrong with the brain so that the appropriate measures can be taken to correct the
problem.
“SPECT scans measure the blood flow
of the brain. This tells you exactly which
area of the brain isn’t working,” Bledsoe
says. “Then psychiatrists can target the
area of the brain with medication.”
He attended a seminar in the early ’90s
led by Dr. Daniel Amen, a California psy-

chiatrist who specializes in brain imaging.
When Bledsoe shared what he had
learned, most in his field told him the
scans were “voodoo medicine.”
“But it’s proven to be very successful,”
he says, “so it’s not voodoo medicine
after all.”
In fact, Bledsoe is such a believer in
the use of SPECT scans that he would
like to see all patients with severe head
injuries scanned to help determine treatment. “I think that’s going to be done in
the future,” he said.
In the meantime, Bledsoe teaches two
classes on substance abuse at the Gordon
County Jail each week, one for men and
one for women.
“That’s been very productive in terms
of inmates seeking treatment after their
release,” he says. “Actually a lot of people
in jail want help. We provide information
about getting into inpatient substance
abuse facilities. We also recommend they
apply for the drug court which is a very
effective program, though limited as to
the number of people it can take.”
Bledsoe isn’t sure that prison is the
best answer for some addicts.
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“We need to rethink our prison system. When you look at all
of the violent crimes, many of them are committed by people
who have been in prison,” he says.
“We need to do something different in prison from what
we’re doing. We just put them in prison, and that’s it. If you
have non-violent addicts, I don’t think they should be put in
prison – put them in treatment instead. You may have to put
them in treatment where they are behind a fence to stay, but we
need to put them in treatment.”
Along those lines, Bledsoe is trying to persuade state leaders
to pass a law that would allow family members to force an
addict who’s out of control into treatment.
He’d like to see a law where addicts are given a choice: either
go into treatment or go to prison.
“That’s one of the things that therapists have finally come to
recognize,” he says. “But it’s true when addicts reach the point
they lose control, lose their perspective on life, become irrational
and can only focus on the drug, they have become mentally ill.
We would like for a family member to have the ability to put
that addict into treatment. While some people might argue that
would be a violation of the person’s rights, Bledsoe doesn’t see
it that way.
“We’re not talking about people who are casual users,” he
says. “We’re talking about people who use drugs to the point it
is destroying their lives. Those are the ones we need to help.
They need to receive treatment. I tell you, it works.”
He points out the case of a relative who was 19 and strung
out on drugs. “I tried to talk to him, and he told me what I
could do with my advice,” Bledsoe recalls. “So I told him, I
know you are upset with me, but if you ever decide you want
help, call me. He called me from jail the next year, and said, ‘I
need help. I want to go somewhere.’”
After two years of participating in the Damascus Road to
Recovery program, he called Dr. Bledsoe and told him, “I’ve got
it. I’m getting my life together.”
“After completing treatment he had a steady job, money in
the bank and had fixed up his truck,” Bledsoe said. “He told me,
‘I’ll never go back to that kind of life again.’ He went back to
his hometown and moved to the other side of the county. He
called his former drug buddies and told them, ‘Don’t ever call
me again.’ And then he changed his phone number.”
Of course, Bledsoe is sometimes on the cutting edge of counseling, even if it isn’t intentional.
He recently received a flyer about a seminar on “Happy
Psychology,” which stresses the positive attributes of each person rather than majoring on the negative.
“I’ve been doing that for years!” Bledsoe says. “If you focus
on what’s wrong with a person and don’t encourage them to
develop their skills and abilities, then they’re going to be stuck.
So what we try to do is to enable them to deal with the negative
and move on in a positive direction with their lives.”
Bledsoe learned long ago that you can’t preach to people who
need help with addictions or other problems.
“That doesn’t work,” he admits. “So, I try to get people to see
what they need to do to improve their lives. I tell them, I can’t
fix you. Nobody can fix another person. You have to fix yourself. You can go to a psychologist or a psychiatrist for guidance
and directions, but if you don’t follow their follow their suggestions, you’re not going to change.”
As he says, “everyone has to come to a realization of what
they need. They have to discover it for themselves. You can’t
force it on anyone. You can’t make anybody do what they need
to do. They have to want to do it.”
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onnie Reeves of Calhoun
aptly could be called "Mr.
Football Official" for this
area.
Reeves will be entering
his 45th consecutive year
of officiating organized
football in the fall. He has
officiated recreation action
the entire time and the last
35 in high school.
"I've enjoyed every minute of it,"
Reeves said. "It certainly has helped
me keep in touch with the game. I
actually don't see much of the game
overall, though, because I'm concentrating more on my position."
For many years, Reeves has officiated Calhoun Recreation
Department football games four
nights a week. Often it was four
games nightly.
"I've cut down on that somewhat," he said. "I've enjoyed more
games as a fan."
On the Georgia High School
Association scene, there are all of
those Friday night varsity games.
Then the junior varsity and freshmen

by

Doug Hawley

clashes intertwined with the rec ball
on Thursdays.
"I really have no idea how many
games I've officiated," Reeves said.
"I wish that I'd kept count."
His high school officiating for the
most part has come as a head linesman.
"I prefer that position over being
the referee (head official)," he related. "I'm in charge of the chain crew
and measurements. I get to talk to
people on the sidelines."
That includes coaches on both
sidelines under constant pressure.
"There's a certain amount of flak
from the coaches on the sideline,"
Reeves said. "They all want to win.
They want to get the next call. Most
of the time, you let them complain.
When they get obnoxious, you just
say, 'That's enough.' "
Reeves' quality work earned him
an assignment to officiate the NorthSouth All-Star state game in 2011 at
Columbus. He also has officiated
some state playoff clashes.
What makes a good official?
"It takes hard work," he
answered. "You also must study. The
state (GHSA) always has to change

RONNIE REEVES
something (in the rulebook)."
Reeves knows the value of being able to
relax - even in some stressful situations.
"You must have fun," he said.
"Otherwise, you'd better find something
else to do."
Reeves is affiliated with the Northwest
Georgia Football Officials which serves
some 15 high schools.
"The association now is more like a
job," he said. "There's more training for the
officials. You used to have all of the same
people as part of a crew. Now you don't
have set crews."
As a Calhoun High 1967 graduate,
Reeves is not allowed to officiate any
games involving his alma mater. He
also declines contests which involve
Gordon County representatives Gordon
Central and Sonoraville.
"I learned a lot from Ronnie as an official," said former long-time official Al
Edwards, who serves as mayor pro-tem of
Calhoun. "He first asked me to help with
rec officiating when he was under Billy
Bearden (recreation director). We officiated
rec ball together. Then later he got me
involved with the Carpet Capital Officials
Association (now known as the aforementioned NGFO). We had the opportunity to
officiate together on the high school level."
Edwards' first memory of Reeves came
much earlier.
"I've known him basically all of my
life," Edwards recalled. "What stands out
was he as an older teenager. . . .maybe five
years older. . .taking several of us younger
kids to the movies."
Of the various high school games, ranking among Reeves’ most bizarre involved
Red Bud at Fairmount in the early 1980s.
"It was the first year for Fairmount's football team which
played on a baseball field," Reeves said. "The outfield fence ran
through the end zone on one end. There was a metal post on the
field which we had to smash with a sledge hammer. We had to
go to the other end of the field for both sides to do extra points.
On that end, there was a big rock. We had to use the sledge hammer again. The scoreboard was sitting in the weeds, and you
could barely see it. There were no restrictions for the fans. They
milled around, including the sidelines though there were baseball
bleachers."
His officiating start
At Calhoun High, Reeves was a quality two-sport letterman
in football and basketball. He then served for two years in the
U.S. Air Force.
After returning home in 1969, he was introduced to football
officiating through the Calhoun Recreation Department. This
came via rec director Bearden and associate Lloyd Reece.
"I told them that I'd never officiated. Lloyd said, 'I'll teach
you.' And he did."
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Ronnie Reeves also has
officiated many softball
and baseball games in
his long career.

For the next 25 years, Reeves and Danny Greeson served as
the only full-time officials.
"Danny decided to stop when his son got old enough to play,"
Reeves said. "We had some great years together."
There is more to it than officiating.
“We do a lot of coaching in the rec games. With the little
kids, you try to teach them the little things. A lot of these volunteer coaches don't have a lot of time to coach them. We try to
stress the sportsmanship."
Among those recreation products, several Calhoun High graduates made their presence felt on the major college football
scene. They included offensive lineman Russell DeFoor,
Georgia; and offensive lineman Reid Ingle and wide receiver
Robbie Spector, both Clemson.
Other rec officials over the years that he fondly recalled
included Scope Denmon, Whitey Davis and Ray Denmon.
Jerry Smith, the former Calhoun High head football coach,
was one of various outstanding coaches in the rec action.
"When I was coaching rec ball and even JV ball in the fall,
Ronnie would do a good job as an official," Smith praised. "He
had control of the game. When he was just out of high school,
we played in the same outfield in slow pitch softball. He was an

RONNIE REEVES
outstanding high school athlete. He came
from an athletic family."
Along the way, Reeves has
officiated other sports - such as baseball
and softball. However, football is his
long-term sport.
How much longer will he continue to
officiate football?
"At one time, I was aiming for 25
years," the 64-year-old Reeves replied.
"Then 30. Then 40. Maybe 50 now if I
could."
From a physical standpoint, it has not
been a bed of roses.
"I've had five knee operations,"
Reeves informed. "My first one was in
1967. I've had one back operation.
Playing softball until I was 58 didn't
help."
He and Gwen, a Fairmount High graduate, have been married for 39 years.
"She has supported my officiating for
all of these years," Reeves said. "We met
at the ballpark. She was a terrific softball
player."
They have two married daughters:
Tracy Gentry and Rebecca Dobson and a
son, Ray, who just completed his freshman year at Calhoun High. The couple
has three grandchildren and one greatgrandchild.
Reeves, who was employed for 20
years as director of Calhoun Recreation
Department, now serves as an overseer of
the 800-acre Battlefield Farm in Resaca.
Judging by this past May, you can figure that Ronnie Reeves is honing his high
school football officiating skills for this
fall. He officiated spring scrimmages at
Calhoun, Model and Darlington.

Ronnie at All-Star game in 2010.

Ronnie’s daughters, Rebecca, left, and Tracy dressed up in officiating uniforms when they were growing up.
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had a magical childhood,” Toni Molleson shared as
we sat at her kitchen table in her comfortable
Amakanata family home. “I felt loved every day of
my life.”
Born in 1955 in Macon to Charles English and
Theresa Rett, she joined an older sister, Lisa. She and
her sister were the only two children on a dead end street near
by Coleen
Mercer University. Toni’s family
lived across the street from her
maternal grandparents who were immigrants from
Cavasso, Italy.
“My mother was born in Italy, and that’s what shaped who I
am and influenced how I have lived my life. She and my father
taught me that it was best to be kind to people. I’ve always tried
to live in that way.”
Her grandfather, Luigi Rett, came to the United States first
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Toni Molleson, director
of Harris Arts Center,
traces her love for art to
her grandfather, a
marble mason, and her
mother, a well-known
impressionist in Macon

and was a marble mason working on government buildings in
Atlanta, where he built foyers and bathrooms. Sometime later, he
went to work for his uncle who had established the Orlando Tile
Company in Macon.
“It was during that time that he sent for his family, my grandmother Maria and my mother who was 2 years old at the time,”
explains Toni. “And this is how they wound
up in Macon, Georgia.”
Brooks
Since they were the only two children on
their whole street, they seemed to get some
special treatment, Toni says.
“I remember a lady named Brooks on our street who made
cakes for a living. We always had the most spectacular birthday
cakes, really elaborate. It was wonderful,” she said with a smile.
Another memory of Toni’s childhood was that of a lady
named Mrs. Herring who lived on the street and had a pet parrot.
Its favorite treat was dandelion leaves.

Harris Arts Center Director
Toni Molleson admires the
wide range of work available
in The Art Market at the
Harris Arts Center.

Photo by Mitch Talley

N THE FAMILY
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was an artist. Theresa English
“My sister and I each got a
always had a studio in our
nickel every time we brought
home,” explains Toni.
Mrs. Herring’s parrot dandeThe love Toni had for her
lion leaves. Since we always
mother is written all over her
rode our bikes everywhere,
face whenever she speaks of
when we got our nickels, we’d
her. Mrs. English was a
ride right around the corner to
Wesleyan graduate who later
Woo’s Pharmacy to get an ice
taught art there. “She always
cream,” she relates.
let me go into her studio. I
When Toni was 12 and her
have been around creativity all
sister was 13, their mother
my life,” she says softly, “peotook them on a trip to Italy so
ple who made things with their
that they could see where she
hands and thought outside the
was born. This was their mothbox.”
er’s first trip back since she
Toni says that her mother
had traveled to America.
was an impressionist and
“My mother spoke Italian
abstract artist who was well
with a Southern drawl so the
known in Macon and throughpeople in the local restaurants
out the Southeast.
always wanted to hear her
Toni likes to tell the story of
speak,” Toni recalls.
how her parents became marToni’s mother loved
Toni and Mark Molleson are all smiles on their wedding day in
ried…a Southern Baptist boy
corn…a lot, but unfortunately,
1976. At right, the couple more recently dons New Orleans
brought home an Italian
corn was not considered “peostyle clothing.
Catholic immigrant girl and
ple food” in Italy at that time.
made it work. The families
While her mother, sister, and
became very close and remain so to this day.
she were traveling down a country road, her mother saw a field
“My grandmother was a seamstress and always made my sisof corn and stopped to ask a farmer for some ears. He reluctantly
complied but said that it was old and for cattle. She told him that ter and me matching Easter dresses,” Toni recalls. “They were
just beautiful. She was taught how to sew in Italy and the stitchshe boiled the corn and that it was delicious. He just stared at
es were perfect every time. She did beautiful work. She was an
her in disbelief.
artist with those stitches.”
“Who knows,” Toni says with a grin, “maybe my mother
Toni’s grandfather taught her dad tile setting and the marble
started people eating boiled corn in Italy.”
business. “Dad worked very well with his hands and opened the
While they were in Italy, they stayed with an aunt who had a
Rett Tile Company in Macon,” she says.
donkey named Pina. “I can’t remember my great-aunt’s name,
In the mid ’70s, Toni’s life took a different turn. She met
but I can remember the donkey’s name,” she says with a laugh.
Mark Molleson through her sister’s boyfriend. He was a
One of her fondest memories of that childhood adventure to
University of Virginia graduate working at the Bibb, a textile
her mother’s homeland was their visit to a convent. “The nuns
company. “I like to say that he robbed the cradle because I was
were singing their
still in college when we met,” she says with a laugh. “He’s four
morning prayers,
and it was so lovely. years older than me.”
Nonetheless, they married a year later in 1976 and moved to
They sounded just
Phenix City, Ala., when Mark was transferred. A short time later,
like angels,” she
Mark was transferred to Perry, Ga. Their son Rett was born in
whispers as tears
1979 and a baby girl Stacie followed in 1982. They lived in
come to her eyes. It
Perry for most of the children’s school years.
was obviously a
Toni was a stay-at-home mom who did a lot of volunteer
most precious memwork especially at the children’s schools. Then in 1994, the famory dear to Toni’s
ily moved to Calhoun. Rett began his sophomore year at
heart.
Calhoun High School and Stacie attended Calhoun Middle
Toni attended
School.
Catholic schools in
Rett, a Georgia Tech graduate, started his own business, HiMacon and graduatTech Homes, in which he installs home theaters and security
ed from Mt. de
systems. He is married to Adair Easterling who is a physician’s
Sales Sisters of
assistant at Emory in Atlanta. They make their home in
Mercy Catholic
Mableton.
High School. She
Stacie is a graduate of the University of Evansville in
then went to the
Evansville, Ind. She is currently customer service manager for
University of
Smucker’s in Akron, Ohio.
Georgia where she
Toni is now the director of the Harris Arts Center in Calhoun.
majored in Art.
Charles and Theresa Rett, Toni
She had never planned to work outside the home, but after meet“I am an artist
Molleson’s parents, posed for this photo
ing one-time resident and community leader, Mollie Jenkins, she
because my mother
at her wedding in 1976.
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TONI MOLLESON

Above, Toni Molleson happily picks daisies
on a hilltop in the 1970s. Right, she’s shown
with her husband, Mark, and children, Stacie
and Rett, in the 1980s.
and the Harris is a showcase for students’ artwork throughout the
began doing volunteer work with the Visual Arts Guild through
year. A very popular event, “The Festival of Trees,” opens during
the HAC and later became chair of the Guild.
the holiday season. Visitors to the center may bid on the trees
When the previous director resigned, Kyle and Vivian Smith,
who were members of the Harris Arts Center Board of Directors, which are created by businesses throughout the area and carry a
theme. The Calhoun Little
asked Toni if she would act as
Theater along with the City
interim director. “Everyone has
Chorus, String Band Festival,
helped me so much,” she says.
Calhoun’s Got Talent, and
“Every day is different. I am
other visiting and local enterexposed to so many creative
tainment are ongoing at the
people. Every day is a learning
HAC. Among other activities,
experience.”
classes in pottery and yoga are
She accepted the position of
available along with the popufull-time director in 2010, and
lar Missoula Children’s
the Harris Arts Center has
Theater Camp and other chilthrived under her leadership.
dren’s activities and classes.
It is evident that she likes
Athough directing the
what she does and is a believer
Harris Arts Center is near and
in promoting the arts in
dear to her heart, it is evident
Calhoun and beyond. “We
that her family and family
have a population of 25,000
memories are the most imporcitizens with a Harris Arts
tant parts of her life.
Center paid membership of
She relates a story about her
only 330,” she relates. She
dad’s older brother, George,
would love to see that memwho was one of the original
bership grow, but she underpeople from Warner Robins
stands economics also.
Air Force Base tapped by
Toni is quick to point out
President John Kennedy to set
that volunteers at the Harris
up NASA at Cape Canaveral in
Arts Center are invaluable. A
Florida. George’s title was
new store called The Art
director of management, and
Market is manned by volunhe enjoyed a career of more
teers every day Monday
than 45 years. He held the
through Friday from 11 a.m. to
highest VIP title and was
2 p.m. All manner of handafforded the privilege of being
made artistry is available for
allowed to attend any launch.
purchase from jewelry, pottery,
Counting many astronauts as
paintings, and even blown
his personal friends, upon his
glass.
retirement, he was named
Local and area artists’ hand- Toni, left, and her sister, Lisa, show off their dolls in this 1961
director of NASA’s Canaveral
iwork is on display constantly,
photo.
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Sometime after her mother’s
National Seashore.
death, her father was diag“Our family attended two
nosed with Alzheimer’s. It was
shuttle launches thanks to
then that he came to live with
Uncle George,” Toni says. “We
Toni and her family. She is so
were given VIP badges allowgrateful that Mark and the chiling us access to many parts of
dren were so welcoming to her
the base that very few people
dad in their home for the three
get to see. Uncle George made
years he lived with them.
sure that my dad had an offi“Living with a person with
cial embroidered patch for
Alzheimer’s changes the famievery flight. We still have the
ly dynamics,” Toni explains,
collection.”
“and even though the illness
Toni goes on to describe
accounts for strange behaviors,
how the family always referred
it’s hard not to feel resentment.
to George as the “city mouse”
My family remained loving to
because he was always impecmy dad and supportive of me
cably dressed and ranked
and my sister who always
restaurants by the quality of
shared in his care. She took
their martinis. Her dad was
over when Dad moved to Perry
referred to as the “country
and later to Milledgeville
mouse” because he always was
where he passed away a few
dressed in jeans and boots and
years ago.”
was a tertotaler.
Toni and Mark plan to retire
“But you’d be hard pressed
in Calhoun, a town and comto find two finer gentlemen,”
munity they have grown to
she says fondly.
love. And Toni wants to get
When talking about her parback to her art. “I’m really a
ents, it’s so evident the deep
painter, but I got into a form of
abiding love she felt for these
sculpturing after attending an
two people who shaped her
antique auction. For some realife. Toni’s emotions are very
son, I bid on some porch railclose to the surface when she
ing and newel posts (big posts
speaks of her mother. She
at the end of the stairs),” she
remembers a pivotal time in
says laughingly. “Mark was
her life when she was in her
looking at me really puzzled,
mother’s studio and her mother
and I don’t really know why,
asked Toni’s opinion on one of
but I wanted those posts, so I
her paintings.
bought them.”
“This meant so much to me
From those posts, she
because my mother was so
became an assemblage sculpgood. For her to ask me to critress. Her sculptures are whimtique one of her works was
sical human figures, and her
such a compliment to me.”
collection has grown. She has
Toni’s mother succumbed to
even made lamps using her
cancer on April 8, 1998.
original design. “I just love
During one of the last weeks
creating them,” she says with a
before her death, Toni rememsmile. As her design evolved,
bers her father lying next to
she began adding wings to the
her comforting her. Her mother
sculptures.
was hallucinating probably
“I’m not sure why I started
because of the pain medicaputting wings on them, but my
tion. She was fretting about
mother collected angels, and
how she couldn’t seem to finshe was such an influence in
ish a painting she was working An example of Toni Molleson’s sculpturing made from antique
porch railings.
my life. And I know how to
on.
use the tools to create them
Toni fondly remembers her
because I learned how to use the tools from my dad.”
father declaring to her mother, “Oh this is not so, Theresa. The
Anyone who has the pleasure of meeting Toni Molleson can’t
colors are just perfect. It looks just wonderful.” Instead of her
father telling her mother that she wasn’t really painting anything, help but notice how really sweet she is…not sugary sweet, but
genuinely sweet and kind. Her smile always reaches her eyes.
he gave her a sense of peace by telling her how lovely the paintBut although she is a perfect example of her positive upbringing,
ing was.
she is no pushover.
“After my dad told her that, my mother became calm and
She is truly a steel magnolia…no doubt.
went to sleep,” Toni conveys softly
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Nothin
wi
Pete Lewis in his ROTC
uniform as a freshman at
Clemson University.

Looking back with
longtime Calhoun
resident and former
high school football
announcer Pete Lewis

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The first of this two-part series which appeared in the May/June
issue traced Pete Lewis’ growing-up days in a Calhoun still feeling its way. Pete’s boyhood
days were carefree and happy, filled with games and movies. We pick it up with his senior
year in high school and then Clemson University, where he planned to pursue an electrical
engineering degree. Calculus got in his way. He wrote poetry instead. He was not that
adept at metallurgy, either, attaining a grade of C. “I could
have sent you to a blacksmith shop if that’s the best you can
do,” his father said. The die, then, was cast. Ask not for whom
by Wayne Minshew
the bell tolls, not when the major is all wrong. It becomes a
gong-less bell, taking on the sound of one hand clapping. It
became obvious that an electrical engineering career was a fading dream, a dream not
necessarily Pete’s. Now, what? We find out as we trace Pete Lewis’ road to success.)
The year is 1949; Pete Lewis is a high school senior. The old at-the-edge of town campus and school for which he gave his all on athletic fields of various shapes and sizes, and
his announcing skills within classroom walls, will soon be in his rearview mirror. Four fast
years. One day he is a freshman, naïve and wide-eyed, and then, suddenly, he is a senior,

44 Calhoun Magazine ◆ JULY/AUGUST 2013

ng rhymes
ith calculus

Pete Lewis, second from right, second row,
during his active Army days.
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PETE LEWIS
competent and ambitious. The
outside world is waiting. He is
in no hurry to relegate his high
school happiness to memory.
He knows that college beckons
and that his father wants him
to be an electrical engineer.
He wants to be a sports
announcer but how to go about
it remains a mystery.
Pete is armed with tenacity
that is hereditary and competitiveness developed on athletic
fields. The need for physicality and toughness is learned on
the gridiron. The realization
that precise skills must be constantly improved and worked
at to achieve success comes
from the baseball diamond.
He is geared to work, to
earn his way. He has done that
as a soda jerk at drug stores,
along with other odd jobs, as a
teenager. Always, thanks to his
work ethic, he has spending
money in his jeans, even if it

sometimes jingles instead of
folds.
The world around this waiting-to-be-graduated high
school senior is ever-changing.
In 1949 100,000 TV sets per
week are being sold and we
know Milton Berle better than
we know our neighbors.
Pete’s first viewing pleasure is that year’s Rose Bowl
game. Joe DiMaggio becomes
the first $100,000 baseball
player, some $390,000 less
than today’s minimum annual
salary. Soviet Russia, as if to
confound the free world, detonates its first atom bomb and
lifts the Berlin blockade – no
doubt its updated version of
War and Peace.
Here at home Mt. Alto Bed
and Spread Company opens
the way for other industry, and
Pete Lewis’ Calhoun, population maybe 2,500 strong, prepares slowly but surely for
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Pete Lewis enjoys a laugh with
local attorney Tom Shanahan
outside Thurston’s restaurant.
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PETE LEWIS
ments at Georgia Tech he has
growth -- in people, in
envied.
industry, in culture and
“Now, what do I do?” Pete
in diversity. “Prior to
recalls thinking. He finishes
that,” jokes Pete, “we
his wings, sips from his iced
only needed one city
tea, and says, “Then something
limits sign – ‘Welcome
unexpected happened because
to Calhoun’ on one
that’s when a boyhood friend
side, ‘Please Come
of my dad came to the rescue.
Back’ on the other.”
I didn’t even know him. His
Best of all, Pete’s dad
name was Matt Wise, and I
returns home from warrecall that his brother owned a
benefiting contributions
newspaper, The Gordon
at Baltimore and
County News. But I didn’t
Cincinnati, where he
know him. He made a call to
helped to build and
North and, suddenly, I was
work on airplanes.
hired.” Pete Lewis smiles at the
Later, in 1951,
memory. “I still wonder,” he
Gordon Lee Lewis
says, “what he said to North.”
starts work at Lockheed
He goes to work at
in Marietta, commuter
Lockheed and is there in
style. During the war,
November of 1963 the day
he had made it home
President Kennedy is shot. The
just once every three or
startling news from Dallas,
four months. Now,
Texas is announced over the
finally, the Lewis famicompany’s public address,
ly is intact, warm and
causing total quiet throughout
safe and under the
the usually buzzing, noisy
same roof. Dad will
plant. “It started up again, but
eventually leave
a somber mood prevailed,”
Lockheed to earn his
Pete Lewis, right, with co-worker
says Pete. “Then, a couple of
paychecks from the
Joe Tulkoff at Lockheed.
days later, I’m watching TV
City of Calhoun. Home
when Ruby shot Oswald . . . I
again, in every way.
came up out of my chair. I
And Pete, during
couldn’t believe what I was seeing.” The mood is made more
this comparatively settled time, is worrying and wondering -- at
somber when it is remembered that some five months previous,
least as much as teenagers of his day worry and wonder -- about
in Berlin, JFK delivered his rousing, Cold War-thawing “Ich bin
his post-war future, especially college.
ein Berliner” speech. Now, a popular President is gone, victim of
He considers University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, where
an assassin’s bullet.
he might play football, or Clemson University. UT-Chattanooga
Like millions of others throughout the nation, Pete is mesmerloses its appeal in the Lewis family process of choosing colleges,
ized by following news reports. Grassy knoll . . . accused assasand he is soon off to Clemson to become an electrical engineer.
sin Lee Harvey Oswald’s Russian venture . . . Jack Ruby . . .
Or not.
suspected conspiracy . . . was there more than one assassin? . . .
“I packed my one foot locker and I was off,” he says, reminiscing over a platter of chicken wings at a downtown restaurant. become daily conversation subjects. And his mind’s eye will
“Mom and Dad drove me there. I didn’t know what I was getting always see John Kennedy Jr., in hat, coat and tie and matching
into; this was a whole different world.”
He spends two years in this different world, copes and makes
passing grades, even while attempting to find a rhyme for calculus, or more accurately, a reason for it, and decides prior to his
junior year he would rather join the real world to earn real
money. He plans to start this new-choice career at Lockheed in
Marietta, following in his dad’s footsteps.
It looks promising at the start. His job interview is with
Bobby North, a former star football player from Georgia Tech.
North is the same executive who hired his father a few years earlier and with whom Pete has a common passion – sports and
football.
His chances look promising, the hand he is dealt coming from
a seemingly stacked deck. Unfortunately, it includes a Joker.
Pete is stunned when North at the end of the interview says,
“Sorry, nothing for you right now, son.” He departs without further explanation from the executive whose football accomplish-
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short dress pants, saluting as the funeral procession goes past.
Television catches all of it in startling fashion and establishes
itself as the medium for immediacy. The world is evolving rapidly and Pete Lewis has already seen many world-impacting, historic happenings, one after another. There are more to come.
Who knows? One day soon, man might even walk on the moon.
Meanwhile, fifteen years go speedily past. Pete marries Linda
Fox of Calhoun in April of 1954 and they call Smyrna home. It
is a marriage that produces four kids, Gary, now 57; Cheryl Pass,
55, both still in Calhoun; John, 50, Rome; and Bart, 42,
Kennesaw, and five grandkids. At the end of this welcome to the
real world time, Lewis gets a longing for home, and he and his
growing family return to Calhoun in 1968.
They are here to stay, and Pete
seeks business opportunities.
“We got into a bonanza shortly afterwards,” he says. “You
could borrow easily in those days
and get into business really
cheap. That, fortunately, is what I
was able to do.”
He eases himself into the fastgrowing carpet industry and subsequently buys into mills for
which he works – laborer to ownership, blue collar to shirt and tie.
It might not be Horatio Alger, but
hometown-boy-makes-good is a
nice fit and Lewis wears it well.
The borrowing, his business
acumen and wise investments
make Pete Lewis a low profile
success and he feels financial
comfort. But he doesn’t fully
enjoy that success because in a
sad turn of events, he loses
Linda, his wife of 49 years, to
cancer in October of 2003. It is
late in his business career, but a
wife and mother is gone and that
makes for difficult family times
and trials to overcome.
The mills, meanwhile, come and go – Atlantic, Villa . . . and
Lacey at Fairmount, which he takes over, moves to Calhoun and
renames Peachtree Carpet Mills, with full ownership. He names
such as Walter Tinsley, J. Mack Robinson, Wally Shiver and others as helpful to his success – as advisors, as partners, as aides,
whatever and whomever is needed. He profits in a big way at
Peachtree because it starts to make a new, in-demand product-- a
“very successful” pond liner that keeps moisture from leaking
out of ponds.
Times are good, but Pete Lewis never forgets his high school
dream to become “another Bill Stern,” a popular sports announcer of the ’40s and ’50s and Pete’s role model. Then, destiny
takes a hand when one late-summer day prior to the 1982 high
school football season he is approached by Calhoun High School
Coach Jerry Smith.
“How would you like to be our football P.A. man for home
games?” says Smith.
“When do I start?” says Lewis.
It is a labor of love. It may not be play-by-play, even the kind
simulated in class rooms by Pete during his high school days:
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“Magnum is at the 15 . . . the 5 . . . running over tacklers . . . “
but he is behind a mic and it is the next best thing. It is a learning process. He doesn’t realize in the beginning there are buttons
to be pushed in order to mute an otherwise live mic, and he
sometimes shouts excitedly into one he thinks is dead. The murmurs that go through the crowd say it is not.
There are times that fans in the stands think he has misidentified a tackler, or ball carrier, and they let him know. “Hey, Pete,
watch the game! That wasn’t who made the tackle.” Once he
mis-pronounces a name and is approached by the kid’s father.
“Don’t you know anything?” the dad says. “It’s pronounced
Guff, not Goff!” Pete grins at the memory. “What’d I know?” he
says. “It was spelled
G o u g h. But it was a great job . . .
I had to go by players’ numbers, and a
rainy, muddy night could make that difficult, and I rarely used spotters. But I
loved it.”
He was behind that public address
microphone for 15 years, his voice recognizable and distinctive, his announcements accurate and inflective. It makes
Lewis an integral part of Calhoun High
School football and the community for a
lot of years.
Pete Lewis calls it a working career
in 1993, becomes a consultant for a few
years, and then fully retires to prowl
golf courses, to travel, to relax and to
enjoy what life has to offer. He meets
Beverly along the way, dates her for a
year or so, proposes and is happily
stunned that she wants to live fulltime in
his beloved Calhoun. They marry in
Ringgold on December 30, 2005, settle
in and call Calhoun home in every way.
On this day, some eight years later,
Pete Lewis can
still grip a base- they sit and laugh and kid each other at
Thurston’s, where Pete’s order is always
ball.
chicken wings, Beverly’s changeable by
whatever whets her appetite.
The banter is usually light, but Pete’s
voice takes on a wistful tone when he considers world-changing
events he has lived through and was a part of during his 80
years. Sometimes, it takes on head-shaking disbelief, including
his own successes and a long-ago desire to earn his keep behind
a sports microphone.
It seems a good time to tell an oft-repeated Bill Stern story.
Stern, a Radio Hall of Fame announcer, once misidentified a
ball carrier making a long run during a college game. He committed the error not once, but several times as the runner closed
in on the goal line. Realizing his mistake, Stern informed his
radio audience that the player lateraled the ball to the correct
player who had scored.
Months later rival sportscaster Clem McCarthy named the
wrong horse winning at the race track. When Stern rebuked
McCarthy for this error, McCarthy replied, “Well, Bill, you can’t
lateral a horse.”
Pete laughs at the story.
“Well, whether that story is true or not,” he says, “Bill Stern
is who I wanted to be.” He pauses. “But I guess I did okay,” he
says.
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Another way we get God’s wisdom is that we have to continuously and
prayerfully pursue it. Look at Proverbs 2:3-4 (NLT): “Cry out for insight
and understanding. Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden
treasure. “ God will give you wisdom but you have to ask for it! You have
to realize how desperate you are without it. James 1:5 (NIV): “If any of
you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to him. “
The next question you may be asking is “What will happen when I start
receiving God’s wisdom?” Another way to ask that question is “What are
the benefits of getting God’s wisdom?” First, God’s wisdom will develop
you. His wisdom will make you grow spiritually and in your character
like never before. Proverbs 2:5 (NLT): “Then you will understand what it

e says in Isaiah 41:10 (NASB) Do not
Do not anxiously look about you, for I
engthen you, surely I will help you, Surely
My righteous right hand.’ There is a good
children that they should avoid touching a
s a healthy fear. We say, “Don’t touch this
ern for their well-being. God is not conof danger,
but Magazine
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2013 rooton’t trust Him. We are afraid that God
storm; that God is not ultimately in con-

bring us joy! Proverbs 2:10, 20-22 (NLT): For wisdom
will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with
joy. (NKJV) So you may walk in the way of goodness,
And keep to the paths of righteousness. For the upright
will dwell in the land, and the blameless will remain in
it.”
It is up to you. Do you want to make the rest of
your life the best of your life? Then choose to seek after
God’s wisdom daily and diligently through prayer and
through His Word.
Jeff Hawkins is pastor at Belmont Baptist Church in
Calhoun, Georgia. You can e-mail him at
jeffhawkins1966@me.com or check out the church website at www.belmontbaptistchurch.org

5. We Falter. What did suppressed anger ca
He eventually faltered - committing the first
ed in human history. Moses’ angry response
disobedience cost him his own entrance into
Read Numbers 20:10-12 (MSG) He and Aar
whole congregation in front of the rock. Mos
rebels! Do we have to bring water out of this
With that Moses raised his arm and slammed
the rock—once, twice. Water poured out. Con
tle drank. GOD said to Moses and Aaron, “B
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